
Minutes from 26 JUNE 2017 

Presented 31 JULY 2017 

Shore Drive Community Coalition General Meeting 

Submitted by David Williams 

 

Meeting Location: Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue Squad Meeting Hall 

Meeting Start: Called to order at 7:30 by Todd Solomon.  26 attendees 

 

Officer’s Reports: 

 Treasurer’s Report- Kathy Pawlak 

  Balance as of 6/26/2017  $7,508.05 

  Special Projects Account  $1,499.55 

  Total memberships 2017    14 

 
President Todd Solomon opened tonight’s meeting by introducing Ms. Whitney 

McNamara, City Planning Department to discuss the city’s Community Rating System 

(CRS) and FEMA National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). She stated that home 

owner’s insurance does NOT cover flood damages, so it is particularly important for all 

residents who live in potential flood areas to purchase this coverage. Currently, Virginia 

Beach has 22,400 subscribers, the most in the state for any city and 22% of the entire 

state. Our city residents spend over $12M annually in premiums.  Of the 22,400 policies 

written, 9,000 are for structures in the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). The flood risk 

in the SFHA is estimated as1 flooding event every 100 years. (Ed. note. Recently, the 

actual threat of flooding may be as high as 1 event every 23 years). 

In 1990, FEMA established the Community Rating System (CRS) to aid 

communities better prepare for flooding by educating residents, restricting development 

in flood prone areas, and improved structure design. By participating in CRS program, 

cities can receive reduced premiums for NFIP subscribers. Annual premium reductions 

range from 5% for initial participation to 45% for a fully accredited CRS program.  A 15% 

reduction in NFIP premiums would save Virginia Beach subscribers approximately $1M 

if the city choses to join the CRS program and achieves this level of participation.   

Ms. Whitney stated that the City Council and staff have been briefed on the CRS 

program and have been directed by City Manager Hansen to submit the application 

request and begin the process to join the CRS program.  Ms. McNamara said that the 

application letter would shortly be submitted to the City Manager for his signature. 

Following this application request, FEMA Region III will review the city’s Flood 

Management Plan and offer recommendations .  When the city receives the Letter of 

Compliance, the city will then have 6 months to officially apply for the CRS program. Ms. 

Whitney said that because of all the ongoing programs currently in place, that we should 

be able achieve Class 6 (20% savings on premiums for structures in the SFHA), but it 

would be very difficult to achieve beyond class 6 level. She said that structures outside 

of the SFHA (in the X or X-shaded areas) would receive a smaller reduction in premiums 

(5-10% vice 5-20%).  (go to VBgov.com>departments>PW>Flood for more information). 



Ms. Whitney can be contacted at wmcnamar@vbgov.com or at 385-8615. 

 

President Solomon then received the Treasure’s report. Minutes from the May’s 

meeting were not available. Vice President Damon reported on the recent BAC meeting  

and stated that the piece of art for the Lesner Bridge was 85% funded with private funds. 

Mr. Phil Davenport, Director of Public Works for VB gave a Capital Improvement Plan 

(CIP) overview of ongoing and future public works projects for the Shore Drive area. 

 

President Solomon commented on the newly approved bus route #35 along 

Shore Drive to and from the Oceanfront.  He recommended that our residents should try 

out the new bus route and see what it has to offer in way of convenience for both access 

to and from the waterfront and a cost savings for parking. Both he and Tim have ridden 

the bus and said the drivers are enthusiastic and make it fun.  It is planned to offer 10 

trips per hour through the Neptune Festival in the fall. Go to “GoHRT.com” for the bus 

schedule and fare information.  This information will also be on the SDCC.info site.  

President Solomon stated that the Marina Shores apartment project has been 

downsized to 200 apartments and that only one access road would be required.  The 

area will be rezoned in an official proffer to permanently remove it as a future dredge 

spoils transfer site. The city has stated that no additional traffic light would be installed 

(Lynnhaven Rd and N. Great Neck Rd) until required.  

Todd further reported: 

- The property where the current 7-11 store exists on Shore Drive will not be 

developed as a commercial site. The owner has withdrawn the proposal. 

- The Pleasure House Point Management Plan has been put together by a group 

of about 30 people.  This is a long range plan and SDCC should be made part of that 

review as PHP is still city property with CBF on it. This should be a good opportunity for 

civic engagement. 

- The installed storm sluice gates are now operational and should protect Shore 

Drive areas up to a 5 foot storm tide. 

- CSBTS now has a licensed AirB&B for up to ten people. It has been used 3 

times so far.  The city’s Ms. Nancy Bloom is collecting comments. 

- It was commented that CSBTS has approximately 10 Air B&B’s (house with 1 

room). 

 

There being no further business or comments, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

 

David Williams 

 

 

Secretary, SDCC 
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