
Minutes from 27 JUNE 2016 
Presented 25 JULY 2016 

Shore Drive Community Coalition General Meeting 
Submitted by David Williams 

 
Meeting Location:  Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue Squad Meeting Hall 
Meeting Start: Called to order at 7:33 pm by Todd Solomon.  8 attendees. 
 
Officers’ Reports: 
 Treasurer’s Report – Kathy Pawlak 
  Balance as of 27 JUNE 2016 $7,288.45 
  Special Projects Account $1,499.55 
  Total memberships 2016 20 
  
 Secretary’s Report – David Williams 
  Minutes from 23 MAY, 2016 approved with one correction; (corrected the 

spelling of Mr. Charlie Malbon’s name). 
 

 Vice President Wally Damon reported on the Bayfront Advisory Commission 
meeting that he recently attended. He reported on a presentation given by Mr. Mike 
Shashia from the city’s Traffic Engineering Division on the approved $10M “Adaptive 
Walkways” project.  The project will construct walkways and crosswalks mostly along 
Shore Drive to Northampton Blvd that will have camera activated traffic lights for 
crosswalk operation.  The project should start within a year with each walkway costing 
approximately $1M. The money was obtained from a Transportation Grant from the state 
of Virginia.  
 Buoy 44 owner Stephen Michaels will be selling part of his current parking lot 
property to expand his current residential property. He stated that his property is 
currently “grandfathered”, and is seeking rezoning to permit a smaller number of parking 
spaces for his restaurant. The vote before the Zoning Board will be 13 July. 
 
 President Todd Solomon discussed the Marina Shores project. The project 
developer met with some local residents to discuss some of their concerns.  According 
to city sources, the proposed 261 condos project requires two access roads. Currently a 
main road is available, but the suitability of the secondary road that has been 
occasionally used by dump trucks to haul sand is being questioned.  The developer 
contents that the secondary road would meet the requirements for emergency vehicles if 
needed.  

The number of required parking spaces for the project’s residents based upon 
the number of units is also being questioned by the city. A vote for a variance on the 
number of required parking spaces will take place before the Planning Commission 
sometime in August. 
 The need for a new traffic light at Lynnhaven Rd. and N. Great Neck Rd. 
because of expected higher traffic flows coming onto N. Great Neck Rd, will be 
determined by the city based on increased traffic counts according to city Traffic 
Engineering. Exiting from Lynnhaven Rd onto N. Great Neck Rd southbound is 
particularly difficult because of oncoming traffic speeds and drivers not properly using 
their turn signals (ed. note: road posted 45 mph/ avg. traffic speed probably 5-7 mph 
higher). 
 Ms. Empsy Munden, past president of Cape Story By the Sea Civic league and 
currently a member of the Beaches and Waterway Advisory Commission (B&WAC) said 



that her group has been tasked to present recommendation to City Council concerning 
the adequacy of codes for “Event Houses”, large 12-14 bedroom houses that are being 
rented out for a special occasion.  Local Sand Bridge residents are complaining of large 
crowds, excessive noise, litter, and parking issues associated with these houses.  Some 
residents believe these houses are being used for commercial purposes, but were built 
to only meet resident code requirements. Multiple meetings in various locations will be 
held by the B&WAC in July to gather recommendations and comments to present to City 
Council.   

Todd, Wally and Tim Solanic discussed a Friends of Live Oaks (FOLO) meeting 
recently attended.  The group is reviewing their mission statement and group goals in an 
effort to preserve more of the city’s live oaks. If a live oak cannot be saved for some 
reason, the group is hoping to find ways to use the lumber for other purposes.  The 
group is attempting to save a 3 acre stand of live oaks owned by the city.  Mr. Clay 
Bernick with the city’s Environmental Sustainability Office said that community support 
may be needed along with the help of Councilwoman Henley. The live oak stand is in 
Councilwoman Henley’s district. 
 Todd reported that the city will be installing tidal surge gates in three locations in 
the Shore Drive area.  These gates are designed to prevent rising tidal waters from 
flowing into neighborhoods through the storm water systems. Some previous efforts 
using inflated stoppers in key storm drains proved effective to prevent tidal inflow when 
storm tides were up to about 5 feet above mean low water.  The constructed storm surge 
gates will provide a more permanent measure and can be remotely operated. 
Construction should be completed by the end of the year. 
 Flag poles have been erected in four areas along Shore Drive and N. Great Neck 
Road in an effort to provide a visual “sense of arrival”.  This has been a long-term effort 
started by the Bayfront Advisory Commission. The flags will be of solid colors and will be 
replaced when worn or faded. 
 The Police Department has stepped up speed enforcement along Shore Drive 
recently when greater numbers of speeders were noted.  Multiple tickets have been 
issued for speeds up to 55-58 mph in the 35 mph posted area. 
 Many residents have been calling the police over parking violations of their 
properties along Shore Drive. Illegal parking along Shore Drive and side roads is 
increasing as beach go’ers attempt to find any space to park to gain beach access. The 
problem is being reviewed by the police.  
 
There being no further discussion items, the meeting was adjourned at 8:52 pm.  
 
David Williams 
 
 
 
Secretary SDCC  


