
Minutes from 28 AUGUST 2017 

Presented 25 SEPT 2017  

Shore Drive Community Coalition General Meeting 

Submitted by David Williams 

 

Meeting Location: Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue Squad Meeting Hall 

Meeting Start: Called to order at 7:30 by Todd Solomon.  16 attendees 

 

Officer’s Reports: 

 Treasurer’s Report- Kathy Pawlak 

  Balance as of 7/31/2017  $7,533.05 

  Special Projects Account  $1,499.55 

  Total memberships 2017    16 

 

President Todd Solomon opened tonight’s meeting by introducing Ms. Heather 
Gordon, Senior Emergency Planner with the city of Virginia Beach. She gave a brief 
summary of the approaching tropical depression IRMA and discussed probabilities and 
the “cone of uncertainty”. Hurricane Mathew was a “new water” event, like hurricane 
HARVEY that hit Houston. The storm’s slow track movement (about 1 mph) has caused 
huge amounts of rain to fall in one local area and may drop another FOOT of rain in the 
next 24 hours. Harvey went from a tropical storm to a CAT4 in less than 24 hours.  
 Many of the major issues that a city would face when confronted with a major 
hurricane have occurred; traffic gridlock, cars running out of fuel, stranded residents, but 
the flooding has been unprecedented. At some point, it just becomes unsafe to be on the 
road. 
 This city considers two types of evacuation, local and out of the area.  The city 
has 10 primary shelters (high schools) and will open them as required by the event, both 
before and post-event as needed. The decision for shelter opening will be based on the 
storm’s intensity and expected track, and whether it will be a storm surge or rain event. 
 The city also considers many locations as a “Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR)” 
where nothing is offered to the evacuee but a place to get out of the water and wind. 
Such shelters might be city parking garages. One of the members present commented 
that it seemed illogical that the city would offer parking space for people to park their 
cars to get them out of flood areas, which would take from available refuge space. Ms. 
Gordon said that is already being discussed by the city planners. FEMA plans on 
shelters for 10% of the population, but our city cannot meet this goal.  
 Ms. Gordon discussed evacuation of the elderly and medically fragile.  Our city 
has a facility for the medically fragile at the Princess Anne Center, but space is limited. 
Under state licensing requirements, all city nursing homes and elder care facilities are 
required to have a “sister facility” out of this area where residents would be evacuated to 
well before a storm’s impact. All facility plans must be independent of the city’s shelters. 
These plans are reviewed by the city. 
 The city and state have instituted a “Know Your Zone” program, consisting of 4 
evacuation zones; Zone A (Blue), Zone B (Green), Zone C (Orange), and Zone D (Red).  
Ed. Note- Zone A (BLUE) has the lowest elevation (would be evacuated first) and Zone 
D (RED) has the highest elevation and would be evacuated last. The color model DOES 
NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT A RAIN EVENT, ONLY STORM SURGE. The city will 



consider the evacuation order at 72 hours before tropical force winds (39 mph) arrive.  
The city will encourage voluntary evacuation (well ahead of the storm).   
 Ms. Gordon said that the response and recovery efforts following a major storm 
are FEMA’s most dynamic effort in the short-term, intermediate and long-term recovery. 
These efforts take months and years to be fully completed.  She strongly recommended 
that all residents register with the city’s storm alert system www.vbalert.vbgov.com. 
 
 The minutes from 31 July 2017 were accepted with no corrections.  The 
treasurer’s report was accepted noting 15 paid civic association memberships. 
 

VP Wally Damon commented that bus route #35 will now go to Pleasure House 
Road next year and that City Council has looked at all the submitted comments and 
suggestions. 

President Solomon briefed those attending on the Marina Shores apartment 
project for 200 apartments will now go before the Planning Commission on Sept 13. 
There will be no traffic light on N. Great Neck Rd at Lynnhaven Rd. 

The expansion of Bay Lakes (senior care facility) will have two entrances (on 
Shore Drive) and is being opposed by Bay Lake Pines Civic Association for safety 
reasons (to enter facility from westbound lane would require a left turn with no traffic light 
to cross two opposing lanes of traffic).  
 Other items of mention: 

- Mermaid Winery approved (former Foon’s restaurant location). 
- Community Rating System (CRS) letter from City Manager to FEMA signed. 

Participating in the CRS program could save homeowners 5-15% on flood 
insurance premiums.  

- Bus #30 proposed to take the place of bus #35.  Bus #30 route would be 
expanded from the Oceanfront to Pleasure House Rd with a 30 minute cycle 
time. 

- Boat repair shop at Shore Dr. was demolished quickly. Condos will be built. 
- Some discussions heard related to the dredging program and a proposed 

storage of spoils at the Lynnhaven boat ramp bulkhead.  This is something 
SDCC should strongly oppose. 

- Michelle Zimmerman reports that efforts to save Chic’s Beach live oaks are 
continuing. City arborist says it is 100-200 years old tree and has a diseased 
limb that should be removed. TV channels 10 and 13 have run stories on it. 
An online petition was started which reportedly gained 5,000 signatures. 

- CAPT. Marty Schuman (USN/ret), civic leader and long time past President of 
Cape Henry Shores civic association recently passed away. 

- The public announcement for the sidewalk project for Kendall St in in the 
Beacon. 

A motion from the floor for SDCC to support the efforts of the Friends of Live Oaks 
taskforce to save Virginia Beach’s live oaks was submitted, seconded, and passed by a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:19 pm. 
 
David Williams 
 
 
Secretary, SDCC 

http://www.vbalert.vbgov.com/

