
Minutes from 24 OCT 2016 
Presented 28 NOV 2016 

Shore Drive Community Coalition General Meeting 
Submitted by David Williams 

Meeting Location: Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue Squad Meeting Hall 
Meeting Start: Called to order at 7:30 by Todd Solomon.  17 attendees 

Officer’s Reports: 
 Treasurer’s Report- Kathy Pawlak 
  Balance as of 24 OCT 2016 $7,263.45 
  Special Projects Account  $1,499.55 
  Total memberships 2016   21 
 Secretary’s report – David Williams 
The minutes from 26 SEP 2016 were approved as written with no corrections. 

President Todd Solomon opened tonight’s meeting by introducing Mr. Joshua 
Dove IV from Habitat for Humanity who says that he likes to speak to communities. 
People know that we build houses, not give them away.  We are a faith based 
organization. We go out into the community and find deserving and qualified people who 
are under-employed. Habitat for Humanity helps those who would have a difficult time 
finding a loan to buy a property.  Habitat offers zero interest mortgages to help put 
families into homes.  All of our capital goes right back into homes for qualified families.   

Habitat for Humanity offer a free pickup service for reusable furniture, and 
building materials that we can then resell to use for capital.  Habitat also has a 
“Deconstruction” service that you can call to come and remove fixtures and kitchen 
cabinets when you renovate.   This is a 3-way win; we remove the structures for free 
saving you demolition costs, give you a tax credit, and repurpose the cabinets and 
fixtures.  Habitat wants to be part of our communities and give back.  We have volunteer 
opportunities and can help out with your DIY and restoration projects.  

We accept small and large donation items appliances, housewares, building 
materials and more. We don’t take unframed mirrors, oil-based paints, or used 
mattresses, although we do sell new mattresses. We have ReStore facilities in 
Kempsville area at Providence Square Shopping Center, and 4239 Holland Road. We 
also have ReStores in Norfolk and Williamsburg. Come to any of our facilities on 
Tuesday or Friday for a 30% savings on all items. Please call to check for our store 
hours.  Habitat for Humanity tries to give families a new hope and view for the future. 
Come on by and check out our facilities or give us a call and donate. 

Vice President Wally Damon gave a briefing on the recent Bayfront Advisory 
Commission (BAC) meeting.   

-  BAC President Kal Kassir is trying to get more city staff participation in order to 
fill the BAC position vacated with the retirement of member Clay Bernick from the city’s 
Environmental Sustainability Office.  

-  The city has $350,000 from private sources to purchase an art structure for the 
new Lesner Bridge.  The winning artist is expected to be announced shortly. 

-  It was noted that during the recent storm Mathew, that the BAC Facebook page 
was used to show some of our local damaged areas and flooded streets.  This is the 
type of local civic access and usage that the civic leagues can use to help our 



communities during storm conditions. Local conditions could be locally posted faster 
than if they had to go through the city’s site. 

-  The proposed bus route along Shore Drive down to Atlantic Avenue will include 
a short stop inside First Landing State Park to accommodate the approximately 1.1 
million annual visitors. The city must approve 50% of the cost for this added budget item 
to enable this service. HRT will cover the other 50% of cost. 

-  It was mentioned that some insurance policies did not cover home damage 
caused by “wind driven water”. (ed. note. As strong storm winds will drive rain into areas 
where rain does not normally reach, perhaps insurance companies may be redefining 
what is normally covered).   Check your home and wind damage policies. 

President Solomon said there was no update from the city on proposed rulings 
related to “Beach Event Houses/Air B and B” houses. (Houses that are rented out for 
short periods for a specific event). He noted that there is much opposition to these short 
term rentals, particularly among Sandbridge residents.  Tim Solanic, a member of the 
city’s committee making recommendations on Beach Event Houses said rules are 
needed to address building code and insurance issues. He said more public comments 
are needed. Comments can be posted on the city’s Virtual Town Hall site but note that 
anonymous comments will NOT be posted for others to view.  For your comments to be 
posted, you must log in with a legitimate user name. 

Rick Mercadante, president of OPCL commented on the potential commercial 
development of the track of land adjacent to the 7-11 store on Shore Drive near Pleasure 
House Creek. Development would require 35,000 square feet to be filled in, including 
part of Pleasure House Creek. The developer is asking for a variance.  Pleasure House 
Creek has been designated as “non-tidal” by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) (ed. note. although obviously tidal, it would be governed and regulated by the 
appropriate Federal and state agencies. CCW development would buy the property and 
proposes a 5 to 6 thousand square foot building with 60 office spaces. The cost for the 
builder to comply with current city storm water requirements would be substantial 
including engineering and constructing a retaining wall 2 feet above the base flood 
elevation (7 ft BFE+ 2 ft). Rick believes that the owner is seeking someone to purchase 
the property and preserve the site. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm. 

David Williams 

SDCC Secretary


