
Minutes from 26 Sep 2016 
Presented 24 Oct 2016 

Shore Drive Community Coalition General Meeting 
Submitted by David Williams 

Meeting Location: Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue Squad Meeting Hall 
Meeting Start: Called to order at 7:36 by Todd Solomon.  12 attendees 
Officer’s Reports: 
 Treasurer’s Report- Kathy Pawlak 
  Balance as of 26 SEP 2016 $7,263.45 
  Special Projects Account  $1,499.55 
  Total memberships 2016   20 
 Secretary’s report – David Williams 
  The minutes from 29 AUG were approved as written with no corrections.  

President Todd Solomon opened tonight’s meeting by gladly introducing Delegate Chris 
Stolle (R) from our 83rd District (Bayside, Shore Drive west of Lesner Bridge and into Norfolk). 
Del. Stolle said that this was his 7th year in the Assembly. He sits on the Appropriations and 
Budget Committee, Counties/Cities/Towns Committee, Hampton Roads Transportation Planning 
Organization (HRTPO), and chairs the state’s Flooding Committee.  He communicates via an e-
newsletter with constituents. His biggest concern at this time is the $1.5B shortfall due to 
decreased state withholding taxes due to low employment and lower paying jobs.  The state 
needs to make up for this deficit.   The Governor and Assembly have created the “Go VA” 
program in an effort to create more jobs with grants and development loans to stimulate business 
development. Delegate Stolle then offered to answer questions from the floor. 

VP Wally Damon commented that some employers would not collect state employment 
taxes from employees, but classify them as an “independent contractor” and give the employee a 
1099 form (employee would be responsible for paying his own state taxes). He said local 
businesses have been getting away with that since 1990. Del. Stolle acknowledged the problem, 
but with a transient work force, it is hard to collect state taxes. He said many workers are also 
making less per hour now. 

Kathy Pawlak asked about the recently approved Veterans Care Center. Del. Stolle said 
that the center would be a Veterans Care Center providing state services, not Federal services. 
The Federal government will fund Virginia 65% for the care, and the state will pick up 35% of the 
remaining care costs.  Del. Stolle said veterans’ benefits have not kept pace with care costs for 
some time.   

David Williams asked in light of current state’s budget shortfall ($1.5B), if the $155M that 
the state had promised to Virginia Beach for Light Rail would be approved? Del. Stolle said that 
the HRTPO had already approved that money. If the voters turn down Light Rail Transit (LRT) in 
the upcoming city referendum, the money will go to other state projects.  

Del. Stolle said that in 2014, he introduced into law, a bi-partisan House Bill 2 (HB2) 
which implemented a 6 criteria standard to judge and fund future state transportation projects.  
Del. Stolle said that by using this criteria, the $155M (for VB’s section of LRT) would not have 
been funded.  (ed.note, Stolle-HB2 has been renamed by Gov. McAuliffe in 2016 to “SMART 
SCALE”. SMART SCALE received the State Transformation in Action Recognition (STAR) award 
in July 2016 from the Southern Legislative Conference of the Council of State Governments (ed. 
note 15 states).  

Ms. Empsy Munden commented that the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) 
had approved and committed the $155M, but the city can chose to go forward with LRT. (The 
CTB is made of Governor appointed members who will serve 6-year terms). 
 Todd spoke about the contentious Air B&B issue.  He said that some people had bought 
large homes to capitalize on the lucrative Air B&B market. Del. Stolle commented that the Air B&B 
market has brought new technology to the market place as did UBER and LIFT ride sharing. 
Various committees in the Assembly are reviewing the issues. 



 A comment was made that LRT needed to go to the (military) bases.  It was pointed out 
that there is no Federal government funding available to establish and operate an on base bus 
system to support on base pickup and drop-off from the LRT station. Someone asked about 
Maglev technology (elevated monorail system using magnetic technology). Del. Stolle stated that 
Federal laws require technologies not be mixed (LRT with Maglev). 
 David Williams asked about the city’s Legislative Package for this year and if it included 
the Medicaid Expansion? Del. Stolle said it has been in the city package since 2012 and probably 
would not move forward this year.  The $500M Federal dollars (to fund the expansion) would drop 
out after 3 years. The Medicaid Expansion was intended to help the poor younger than 65 years 
of age (ed. note. not yet eligible for Medicare). 

Todd spoke of the Assembly’s Flooding Committee that recently met at the CBF Brock 
Center. The Dutch team gave a presentation on their country’s ongoing projects to mitigate 
flooding.  The State has designated ODU to be lead center to study Sea Level Rise, climate 
change and flooding issues.  Del. Stolle said that we have the opportunity to further develop and 
export our technologies.  He also commented that he has been in discussions with VB on their 
participation in the CRS (Community Rating System) program. He commented that VB seems to 
be reluctant and stalling.  

Del. Stolle commented that the Dutch have been effectively dealing with sea level rise 
and flooding for centuries.  They build their roads on top of their dams.  They have some neat 
ideas, and they also have lots of money from their oil. Norfolk has just received part of a $120M 
Federal grant for flood mitigation.  Norfolk officials will be looking at Hoboken, NJ for methods for 
flood mitigation. 

Del. Stolle was asked if there were going to be improvements in future Public-Private 
Partnership agreements, citing Elizabeth River Crossing (ERC) as particularly egregious at 18% 
guaranteed profit per year for 53 years. Del. Stolle said that as there was only one bid submitted 
for the project, that the state did not have much leverage to negotiate. 

All present thanked Del. Stolle for speaking before the group and for his dedicated 
service and commitment to us all. 

VP Damon briefed us on the BAC meeting Thursday. He said that community signs are 
paid for by that community, but installed by the city. He said that Ms. Kay Wilson from the city 
Attorney’s office would be reviewing the recommendations submitted by the Beaches and 
Waterways Commission to the BAC for City Council on Air B&B issues.  

Pres. Solomon said that the Marina Shores project company is still in discussions with 
the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) over site road requirements. He said that any 
community with over 150+ units requires two exit roads. 

He said that the Ocean Parks homes development was deferred due to height 
restrictions. The builder requests approval for 37.5’ building heights. The first floor elevation will 
be 2 feet above Base Flood Elevation (BFE), but the current city height limit for residential 
property is 32 feet.  A hearing will be held 12 OCT. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm. 

David Williams 

SDCC Secretary 


